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TIDAL HAT 

An original design by Wei S. Leong 

This hat celebrates water and the sea, its ebb and flow, and the 

sandy beaches where all rivers end.  If we look after the quality 

of the water and air that goes into the sea, it will help the sea 

look after us. 

This pattern depicts water as it ripples down the rivers to the 

sea, and the waves of sand left behind when the tide goes out.  

Purl stitches reflect the grainy sand, and the reverse stocking 

stitch gives the hat a slight ‘slouch’.  The twisted stitches 

framing the ripples represent shells that are so much a part of 

the beach, and a reminder of the fragile balance of life in the 

sea. 

The brim is knitted with a smaller needle to keep it from 

stretching too much over time, and allows the hat to hug the 

head so it is less likely to blow off in the wind!  The looser 

crown gauge makes a hat that is comfortable to wear and 

flatters the face. 

YOU NEED 
50g DK weight 100% wool yarn [108m/118yd per 50g], (suggested yarn is Anna Gratton Little Wool Co. 8 ply 

pure wool naturals in Pumice)  

3.75mm (US 5) and 4.5mm (US 7) 60cm long circular needles (or, for magic loop use 100cm needles)  

4.5mm DPNs for crown shaping (not necessary if you are using magic loop) 

Cable needle (not necessary if you use the ‘no-cable-needle’ method) 

2 stitch markers 

GAUGE  
19 sts x 26 rows on 4.5mm needles in stocking stitch 

SIZING 
To fit the average tween - adult head (it will comfortably 

fit a 10yr old up to someone with a 22” crown).  

Approx. 38cm/15” around unstretched at the brim, 

21cm/ 8¼” high. 
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DEFINITIONS 
(pm) – place marker 

(sm) – slip marker 

RT – right twist – Skip next st on l/h needle; working 

in front of skipped st, knit next st, now knit skipped 

st and slide both sts to r/h needle. 

RT pattern – first row, RT.  Next row, K2.  These two 

row instructions make the RT pattern.   

P2tog – purl two together 

K2tog – knit two together  

See chart key for further definitions. 

  

INSTRUCTIONS 
(The ripple chart will be repeated vertically five times from cast on edge up to the crown.  The twisted 

stitches on either side of the ripple chart begin after the ribbing ends.  The hat is knitted without shaping in 

the body of the hat until row 9 of the crown decrease chart).  

WELT (BRIM) 
Using smaller needle, cast on 96 stitches and join in the round.   

[P1, K2] 15 times - 45 stitches, P1, (pm), knit row 1 of the Ripple Chart, (pm), [P1, K2] 12 times to end of row 

(96 stitches).   

Continue to knit in P1, K2 rib, slipping the markers and knitting the Ripple chart repeats as set for 15 rows, 

finishing on the second repeat of row 5 of the Ripple Chart (the welt now measures 5.5cm/2¼”).   
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CROWN 
Change to larger needle.  *Purl until three stitches before marker, RT, P1, (sm), continue Ripple chart as set, 

(sm) P1, RT, purl to end. 

Next row, purl until three stitches before marker, K2, P1, (sm), continue Ripple chart as set, (sm), P1, K2, purl 

to end.* 

Rep * to * until hat measures 17cm/6¾”.  You will also be on row 10 of the 5th repeat of the Ripple chart. 

BEGIN CROWN SHAPING 
(Knitting all other stitches even, switch to 

crown shaping chart.  Row numbers 

correspond to the same number on the 

crown shaping chart). 

Knit Rows 1 – 8 of crown shaping chart, 

knitting all other stitches even.   

Row 9:  P1, [P2tog] until three stitches 

remain before marker, RT pattern as set, 

P1, (sm) crown decrease chart, (sm) P1, RT 

pattern, [P2tog] rem. stitches to last stitch, 

P1. (53 stitches) 

Row 10:  purl all stitches until three stitches before marker, RT pattern, P1, (sm) crown decrease chart, (sm) 

P1, RT pattern, purl remaining stitches.  (53 stitches) 

Row 11:  [P2tog] until three stitches before marker, RT pattern, P1, (sm) crown decrease chart, (sm) P1, RT 

pattern, [P2tog] remaining stitches to last stitch, P1.  (30 stitches) 

Row 12:  purl all stitches until three stitches before marker, RT pattern, P1, (sm) crown decrease chart, (sm) 

P1, RT pattern, purl remaining stitches.  (30 stitches) 

Row 13:  P1, [P2tog] until three stitches before 

marker, K2tog, P1, (remove marker) crown decrease 

chart, (remove marker) P1, K2tog, [P2tog] remaining 

stitches to last stitch, P1.  (17 stitches) 

Row 14:  knit all stitches as they appear (17 stitches) 

Row 15:  [P2tog] 3 times, [K2tog] 3 times, [P2tog] 2 

times, P1. (9 stitches) 

Row 16:  knit all stitches as set (9 stitches).  Break 

yarn, thread yarn through the stitches and pull into a 

sealed edge.  Weave in loose ends. 

Enjoy your hat as you help to sustain the sea! 


