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Rivulet hat 

  

I love alpaca.  It has a beautiful drape and a wonderful softness.   It’s an extraordinarily experience to 

knit.  I've called this hat the Rivulet hat, because I knitted it to highlight alpaca's tumbling drape, 

which in turn resembles running water, like the small streams that thread through the land I live on.  

As alpaca has a tendency to stretch, I’ve knitted it on slightly smaller needles than normal to help 

counter this.  It’s also a snug fit so that it won’t matter if the alpaca stretches slightly over time.  The 

cable stitch is twisted to give high relief to the pattern. 

Yarn:  One 100g hank Flagstaff Alpaca 8 ply 100% alpaca in Wild Rice (or a DK-weight alpaca of your 

choice) (190m per hank) (Hat as knitted takes a total of 70g). 

Needles:  3.5mm (US 4) circular and double-pointed needles (you may also use 3.25mm double-

pointed needles if you don’t have 3.5mm as they are only used in the final decrease stages). One 

cable needle.   

Tension/Gauge:  32 stitches x 31 rows on 3.5mm needles over 10cm in cable pattern, unstretched.  

(Normal gauge for this yarn is standard DK - about 22 x 30 

rows on 4mm needles over 10cm). 

Size:  55 – 58cm circumference head (medium-size).  

Unstretched, this hat is approx 34cm (14”) in 

circumference but it fits my 57cm head just right.  Each 

cable repeat + purl divider is approx 2cm.  To go up or 

down a size, my suggestion is to remove 6 or add 6 

stitches respectively (one cable repeat + dividing purl 

stitches). 
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Definitions: 

K = knit 

P= purl 

tbl = through the back loop 

C4Ftbl = transfer 2 stitches to a cable needle, hold in front of work, K2 tbl, then K2 tbl from cable 

needle (stitches are twisted) 

C4Btbl = transfer 2 stitches to a cable needle, hold at back of work, K2 tbl, then K2 tbl from cable 

needle (stitches are twisted) 

SSK = slip two stitches as to knit from left to right needle then knit both stitches together by inserting 

the left needle into the two stitches from the left. 

K2tog = knit two stitches together 

P2tog = purl two stitches together 

PM = place marker 

Instructions:  

1.  Cast on 114 stitches using circular needle.  Join to knit in the round.  PM at this point if you 

feel more comfortable marking the beginning of your row.  *P2, K4* until the end of the 

row.   

2. *[P2, C4Ftbl] to end of row.   

3. [P2, K4] for three rows. 

4. [P2, C4Btbl] to end of row.   

5. [P2, K4] for three rows.* 

6. * to * sets pattern.  Knit as set for 19cm (approx 8 pattern repeats). 

7. [P2, C4Ftbl] to end of row. 

8. Begin decrease for crown.  *P2, K1, K2tog, K1* to end of row (95 stitches) 

9. K one row even.   

10. Change to double-pointed needles.  *P2, K2 tog, K1* to end of row (76 stitches) 

11. *P2, SSK* to end of row (57 stitches) 

12. *P2 tog, K1* to end of row (38 stitches) 

13. *K2 tog* to end of row (19 stitches) 

14. *K2 tog* to end of row, K remaining stitch (9 stitches) 

15. Break yarn and draw up stitches.   

16. Weave in loose ends. 

 


