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Cafe hat 

 

(Two versions shown – cabled or ribbed brim) 

An easy knit, this hat plays with gauge, using varying needle sizes to achieve changes in sizing and fabric 

texture.  I’ve deliberately made this hat unisex and therefore not too “pouffy” at the back. Attach or embroider 

your favourite motif for your own unique version. (I’ve attached a felted badge with lace motif to the ribbed 

version). 

Yarn:  The Wool Co. Utiku Merino Possum or Zealana Rimu DK.  You can also use DK weight angora/wool, 

alpaca/wool or cashmere/merino blends to good effect. 

Gauge/tension: 20 stitches over 10cm on 4mm needles in stocking stitch.   

Needles:  3.75mm (US 5), 4.5mm (US 7) and 5mm (US 8) (circular), 5mm (US 8) double-pointed needles 

(DPNs), cable needle (CN) (for the cabled brim option).   

Size:  S (50 – 55cm (19.5” – 21.5”) head circumference), M (55 – 60cm (21.5” – 23.5”) head circumference) and 

L (60cm and above (23.5” upwards)) 

Instructions: 

Note:  Medium and large size instructions are in parenthesis. 

(For a ribbed brim) 

Cast on 90 (100, 110) stitches using 3.75mm (US 5) circular needles and join in the round, placing a marker to 

indicate beginning of round (if you wish).   

(K2, P2) rib until work measures 6cm (2.5”) from cast on edge.   
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Instructions for both ribbed and cabled version commence here: 

Change to 4.5mm (US 7) circular needles, and stocking stitch (K all rows) in the round until work measures 

11cm (12cm, 13cm) from cast on.  Change to 5mm (US 8) needles and continue until work measures 26cm 

(28cm, 30cm) from cast on. 

(K1, K2tog) to end of row, knit remaining 0 (1, 2) stitches - 60 (67, 74) stitches remain.  Next row K all stitches. 

(K2tog) to end of row, knit remaining 0 (1, 0) stitch - 30 (34, 37) stitches rem.  Next row K all stitches. 

(K2tog) to end of row, knit remaining 0 (0,1) stitch - 15, (17, 19) stitches rem.   

(K2tog) to end of row, K last stitch - 8 (9,10) stitches rem. 

Break yarn, leaving a 20cm tail to draw through the remaining stitches.  Pull tight and secure.  Weave in loose 

ends. 

(For a cabled brim) 

The cable pattern is in a multiple of 7 stitches.  If you are modifying the width of the brim, you’ll need to keep 

this in mind when casting on.  Cast on 98 (112, 119) stitches using 3.75mm (US 5) circular needles.  Join in the 

round, placing marker at beginning of row (if you wish). 

Either work from chart, or follow the written instructions below: 

*(P2, K1, slip next stitch onto CN and hold in front; K2, K1 from CN, K1) to end of row. 

Knit one row even. 

(P2, K1, slip 2 stitches on to CN and hold in back; K1, K2 from CN, K1) to end of row. 

Knit one row even.* 

Repeat * to * until work measures 6 cm from CO.  Change to 4.5cm circular needles. 

 (K10 (K7, K11) K2tog) until end of row, knit remaining 2 (4, 2) stitches - 90 (100, 110) stitches remain. 

Now knit all stitches in the round, and follow ribbed brim pattern from where instructions commence for both 

cabled and ribbed brim versions. 

Chart: 

∙ ∙      ∙ ∙  

∙ ∙      ∙ ∙ Row 3 

∙ ∙      ∙ ∙  

∙ ∙      ∙ ∙ Row 1 

 

End Beg 

∙  = P 

     =  K  

  = Slip 2 sts onto CN and hold in 

back; K 1; K2 from CN 

 = Slip next st onto CN and hold 

in front; K2, K1 from CN 

 

 


